











Grand Gesture, Small Scale

Each feature of Hobbit House was designed
to delight the eye and honor age-old crafts of
masonry, ironworking and carpentry. Archer
drew from memories of living in England for
two years and touring its rural villages dotted
with charming cottages. He borrowed ele-
ments of Storybook-style architecture to de-
sign the amiable windows, fanciful curved
rooflines and interior accents, including a mas-
sive stucco fireplace that dominates the main
reception area.

Indoors, the central room and library to-
gether measure 14 by 28 feet. Timber framing
and beams, arches, rafters and trusses of
Douglas fir lend a cathedral-like presence to
the space. “It’s teeny, but it's a wonderful size
for one person,” Archer says.

The smooth stucco fireplace is embellished
with random shards of roofing tiles, fashioned
to suggest that an unskilled farmer had built it
from materials that were on hand. “There is an
undulation to the stucco trowelwork that looks
as if it had been done over a very rough wall
with tools of yesteryear,” he explains. “There is
naive logic to the design.”

The simple fireplace mantel, mounted like a
shelf on stone corbels, is made from flat, local
fieldstone; a larger flagstone forms the organic
hearth and fits snugly into the semi-distressed
white-pine flooring. Restored 1920s Gothic-
style lighting lends character to the space.

Nearby, an arched opening leads to the inti-
mate library where scholarly endeavors are
fostered. Built-in bookcases and a desk furnish

the space.

above

A window seat built
into a niche in the
gallery-style reading
room displays some of
the owner’s favorite
Tolkien figures and
collectibles. But the
window itself is the
centerpiece of the
room’s design.

right

Shards and slivers of
exposed clay tile
adorn the fireplace
facade, revealing the
possible handiwork
of its resident hobbit.
Stone pieces rest on
small brackets to form
the rustic mantel; a
large flagstone creates
the hearth.
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STORYBPK ARCRITECTURE BASICS

How to bring this beloved style to life.

The quaintness, scale and materials of Hobbit House are
emblematic of the Storybook style of architecture. Highly
variable, Storybook houses are designed and constructed to
transport their occupants to another time and place.

Hallmarks of the Storybook style include:

M Location: There is a simple logic to the siting, according
to Peter Archer of Archer & Buchanan Architecture Ltd.
“The building's placement follows the contours of the
land and its natural grade,” he says.

H Scale and Roofing: Diminutive in size, with curved lines
and undulating edges, the Storybook style is anything
but rectangular. “The roof is an integral part of the
building,” Archer says. Roofs are finished with shingles,
shakes, terra cotta or clay tiles, rendered in an irregular
pattern.

M Construction: The materials selected should age well
and carry a patina that suggests a sense of history.
Stone, brick, timber and stucco are frequently used.

M Forms: Storybook compositions often begin with Eng-
lish cottage traditions with highly exaggerated ele-
ments. The chimney, fireplace, windows and doors are
often stylized, curved, asymmetrical and playful in
form.

H Details: Even the most simple piece of hardware, such
as a doorknob, hinge or latch, is given a decorative de-
tail or embellishment.

For more on Storybook architecture, consult these
resources:

Book: Storybook Style: America’s Whimsical Homes of the
Twenties by Arrol Gellner and Douglas Keister, published by
Viking Studio. Visit http://us.penguingroup.com.

Storybook home resources, photos and online discussion:
Visit storybookers.com, presented by author and Storybook
style authority John Robert Marlow.

Home plans: visit storybookhomes.com.

Cottages & Bungalows’ Spring 2007 issue, “Storybook
Style: Take a World Tour of a Beloved Cottage Architecture.”
Contact back issues: (866) 834-1249.
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A short flight of five steps leads to a sunken gallery/reading

room. Used for reading and contemplation, the 8- by 14-foot space
is dominated by a fanciful mahogany window. The round center
window measures about four feet in diameter; Art Nouveau-
inspired side panels span the niche above a cozy bench. The owner
calls this artful piece “the butterfly window.” When the two half-
circle panes open outward from the center hinges, they resemble
the wings of a butterfly. Hand-forged iron strap-hinges and latches
embellish the detailed design.

Archer praises the craftsmanship of each artisan who helped to
create Hobbit House. “Everyone who worked on this project loved
working on it,” he says. “From the timber framers and stone masons
to the ironworkers and general contractor, everyone gave it their
heart and soul.”

It's a home worthy of a famous hobbit who would rather be left
alone to light his pipe and sit by the fireside to while away the
hours—until the next adventure begins. There’s a little bit of Bilbo in
all of us, and this magical Hobbit House will transport you to Bag

End, even if only in your imagination.

Cottages & Bungalows contributor Debra Prinzing is a garden and
design writer. She fell in love with charming little buildings while writ-
ing her latest book, Stylish Sheds and Elegant Hideaways: Big Ideas
for Small Backyard Destinations (Clarkson Potter, 2008). You can learn
more at debraprinzing.com. [&
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opposite

Complete with blue glass balls suspended
from wrought-iron arms, the fanciful
lightning rod adds a mysterious finishing
detail to the rooftop.

right
Stone steps descend from the upper terrace
into the cottage garden.

below

Tolkien's fictional countryside, The Shire,
has been transported to a rural wooded
property in Pennsylvania. In the dappled
shade of a deciduous forest, the 600-
square-foot Hobbit House has a comfortable
and timeless presence beyond its owner'’s
primary residence.
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